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I want o thank the Districting and Appointment Commission {or the opportunity to
submir recommendations for the Legislative Redistricting Criteria. T serve as Stats
Representative represeming House District 32,

As one of the Native American State T.egislators representing onc of the six (6) Indian
majority House Distriets, H.D. 32 shares many “communily of inferest” issues as well as
“community of interest” legislation. The Chippewa Cree Tribe, the Fort Belknap Indian
Communily and the Fort Peck I ribes have many commen (nterests as Indinn
communities in vur State. Some examplcs of these interasts in common that have been
addressed in previous leaislative sessions such as, biolug! development, agrivulture and
ranching issues, altermiate energy development, such as wind power and environmental
concerns, such as hazardous exposurc impacts on health. Some of the community of
intercst issues inclades:

0 The impact of hazardous exposurcs on the health of the respective 1ribes.
* Identification of huzardous exposure sites
* ldentification of chronic Jivease i.c. cancer, diabetes. cardiovascular
discase,
= Correlating hazardous exposure sites with chronic disease through
geographical location.

0 Water quality issues, | sponsored HB 537, an act which gircamlined
environmental review over regional watcr supply syslems which is currently a
common interest for the regional water projects currently wider construction
in HD 32 impacting the reservation and non-reservation communities at Fort
Peck and Rocky Boy.

Water Righis — I spoasored HB 135, an act which provided State funds for the
Siulc cost-share for the Fort Belknap-Moniina Stae Water Compavt. The
issue of water right, in particular Indian Water Rights is a critically important
issue common to the three (3) tribal guvernments that T represent in HD 32.




o Foergy development in rural areas of Montana, such as Indian reservations are
important to the three (3) reservation< in HD 32 because of the abundance of
natural resources such as natral gas and oil.

++  Heonomis development is another contman and critically impaortant interest
with the three (3) rescrvations that I represent as well as the non-tribal
population that I represent in [ID 32. Because of vur rural nature it can be
challenging 1o provide ¢conomic development opportunities to our
communities. hoth tribal and non-tribal. [lowever, as we move fonvacd
bridging gaps between tribal and non-tribal communitics and encer into
parterships that beaefit both communitics, we wil) be ablc to provide the
economic bencfits to vur communities in eastern Montana. A good example
is the Rocky Boy“s/Northcentral Montana Regional Water Project. The
Chippewa Cree Trite has been working hand-in-hand with the variows
communities in aorthcentral Montana to bring clcan drinking watcr to our
comummines. ‘Lhe construction of the regional water pipeline as created
many economic opportunilies in the region,

As a pew redistricting plan is developed, | urge the commission to keep the 3 Indian
majstity Serune Districts and 8 indian majority Housc Districts developed by the fast
commission. This plan bas proven to have crealed apportunity for Amcerican Indians o
be part of the political process und elect representation of their choice.

Hcre are my comments su ing the use of different critena:
3 ¥

1. Popuiatiop Deviation: I request the redistricting commission to vantinuc using
deviation plus or minus 5% for the drawing of legislative districts. The (.S,
Supreme Court and all previous Montana redistricting comuussions have
cstablishied and used the 5% deviation. It gives the commission the flexibility to
draw districts that can accommodate city and couaty lines, uphold the Voting
Rights Act, and provide the opportunity for Montana’s dwcrsc vommunitics of
inlerests to elect legislators of theirv choice.

2. Starting Point: [ cequest the redistricling commission to use eXisting districls as

slarting points when considening the new census numbers,

Cammanities of Interests: I request the redistricting commission to coplinue

using the criteria ol keeping commumities of interest intacl. As a Native

American legislator [ have witnessed firsthand the importance of having a

legislative voice for Indian Country. Arucrican Indians make up 6% of the state

f populaiun and because of the three (3) Indian majority Senute Districts and the

| $iX (6) Indian majority Iouse Districts that were developed by the Jast

|

[F¥)

Cammission, Nalive American legislators now muke up 6% of the Stute
Legislatare. The Nutive American communitics that I represented in the last
egislative session buve many “copimunity of interest” issucs such as education,
health, judicial, natural resources, 1axarion, housing, water rights, energy
developrwnt, environmental issues and aumerous others that were debated in the
last sessiun.




4, Yoting Rights Act: | support and recommend the Voting Rights Act 1o remiin a
main cnterieq for all districts. Mcmbers of a racial or lanpunge minority group
must be afforded the right to participate m the political procesy and elcct
represcatatives of our choice.

As we celebrale the 25-year history of Native American efforts to enforce the Federal
Voting Righis Act in Monrani Indian Country, the protection of American Indian voting
rights pursuunt with the requiremenis of the Voting Rights Act must remain a eritical
component to any newly developed redistricting plan.

Thank you for considering my recommencations as you consider the mandatory and
discretionary criteria to be used in drawing the districts in 2013

Sincerely,

TofEBelevurt (D) HD 32
P.O. Box 192

Box Flder. M| 59521-0192
(406) 352-5000
beleoyrt@hotmail.com
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districting and Apportionment Commicsion for the opportunity o
ions for the Legislative Redistricting Criteria. 1 semve as State

Senate Prstrict 16 or as some would call it, the “Muskrat District™.
hs developed in the last Draricting and Appoinunent Commission.

nishes that constituticoal right. 1he Voting Rights Act protects

Voting is a cunsiimlomll right. Redistricling plans that do not reflect American ladian

Montena Indian Vo
to clect representatiy
10 in any new redist
opportunity 10 pariy

T participation in the political proecss and ensures nur opportunitics
es of our choice. It is critical that the Voting Rights Act is adhered
icting criteria. Insuring that Montana Indian voters have equal

ipate in the politival process and elecl representatives of our cheice

strengthens the larger Montana Communily and upholds (he prisciples ol the U.S.

Constitution as well

The Rocky Bo_v-}-‘oqt

as the Montana State Constitution.,

Relknap-Fort Peck Senate District 16 shares many “community ol

interest” issues a¢ well as “conmunity o' interest” legistaiion. The Chippewa Cree Tribe,
the Fort Belknap Indlian Community and the Fort Peck Tribes Assiniboine Sioux are

intervelared and shak

includcs;

¢ cultural ~iimilarities. Some of thie commumity of interest issucs




0 The impalt of ruralness to healihcare delivery for the three reservations.
* Trnsportation costs — all three veservatians reavel greal dislances for
s;Fcialty care al the cxpense of a linuted Tribal budget (the Indian
Health Service does not pay for the expense of travel),
Recruiiment and retention of health provides — all three rescrvations
challenged with rocruiting and relaining health providers in order
lojprovide a cusilinuily of carc to their respective Tribal members,
= Eflective and appropriale healtheare (includes prevention and
trgament)  currently all three tribes arc part of a parinership with
Benefis Health System in cancer screening - cancer is the leading
sc of death [or (hree Tribes.
o Accessing Medicaid Fligihilhity Determination for irilal members thut
ark Medicaid cligible but Jor whatever reason have not been cnrolled
in|Medicare.

o Water Rights. in particular, Iudisn Water Rights as they relate (0 the Statc of
Montana [Water Compacting Process. ALl the Tribe in 801 16 have negotigted
waler ights with the Stute of Monlana's Reserved Waler Rights Compact
Commisjon. As such, water rights issucs. as they relate 1o implementation of
State/Trilpal Water Compacts, remam a common issue amongst my tribal
constituehts.

Regional [Water Systems are another comunon issue belween tribal and non-
tribal residents in SD 16, The Rocky Boy*siNorthcentral Regional Water
System apd the Fort Pock Reservation/Dry Praivic Rural Water System ace
located within SID 16 involving the Chippewa Cree 1ribe and the Assiniboine
Sioux l:jbe at Forl Peck.

o

s The Fort Peck Reservution/Dry Prairic Rural Water Sysiem will
plovide drinking water 10 27,434 people in castern Montana. Upen
clmplelion ol the repional water system, it will provide future

inking water to arca residents currently relying on poer quality water
sypplies. The bort Peck Reservation/Dry Prairie Rurul Water System is
I%atcd m aortheastern Montuna. The Rescrvation is approximately
100 miles long by 40 miles wide und is bounded on the south by the
Missouri River. Groundwater from shallsw alluvial aquifers is
ntly the primary watcr source for the municipal systeas. The

rdgional rura] water project will providc for a'single waler treatment
plant located on the Missouri River, near Wolf Point, Montani, and
will distribute water through 3.200 miles of pipelinc. The watet
atment plant will have a capacity of delivering up 10 13.0 million
llons of wawer pore day.




* The Rocky Bovs / North Central Montana Rura? Waler System, is
,o ated m northweentral Monlana on my reservation, Rocky Boy's
Réscrvation and (he various communities in northeentral Monlana,
The regional water system is under construction in coordination with
the Chippewa Cree Tribe ¢ Tribe) of the Rocky Boy's Reservation and
the North Ceniral Mentana Regional Water Authority (Aulhonryi. The
y a] water system will provide the necessary infrastruciuse to ensure
Isting waier systems dre i compliance with Federal Safe Drinking
aler Act regutations. A core pipeline will provide patable water from
Tibwer Reservoir to the Rocky Boy's Reservation, whilc non-core
pipelines will serve 21 surrounding towns and/or rural water districts.
A full build-out, this project will serve a population of approximately
,000.

3 During tlJc last legislative session, I was the primary sponsor of several hills
dealing with “conununity of intercst” issues relevant 10 my constituents within
SD 16 sugh as: 1) SB 196 (Designate American Tndian Heritage Day)
desiymating the last Friday of September as a day to celebrale American
Indian Elgritage; 2) SB 338 (Native Amenican Symbol on the State Flag); 3)
SJ 31 (Stady Child Trauma duc to the Cffects o' Domestic Violence); 4) ST 32
{Study Fuatal Alcohol and Related Svndromes); 5) SB 514 (Tax Exemption tor
Enrollee ol any Tribe of Reservation Source of Incomey; and 6) 58 488
{Require ;A penties to Cooperate with Tribes on Cultural Resources). These
are examples of the legislative opportunities that become available to our
reservatign communities when we have the opportunity to elect a tribal
representative to represent our inlerests during our Legislalive Session.

Here are my commepis supporting the use of dillerent criteria:

1.

_b.J

Population Deviation: [ request the redistricling commission to continue using
deviation plus or minus 5% tor the drawing of legislative distcicts. The T7.8.
Supreme Cogt und all previous Montana redistricting commissions have
established used the 3% deviaticn, It gives the commission the flexibility (o
draw disinety that can accommodate city and county lines, uphold the Voting
Rights Act, 4nd provide the opportunity for Montana's diverse Lummum'ncs of
micrests to elect legislators of theiz choice.

Starting PoLt 1 reguesit the tedisteicting comimisston to use cxisting districls as
starting points when vonsidering the new census numbers.

Communities of Iatereets: I request the redistricting commission w0 continue
using the criferia of kecping communities of mteresi intact. As a Native
American legislator | have witnessed firsthand he importance of having a
Jegislative vaice for indian Country. American [ndiuns make up 6% of the state




population and because of the three (3) Indian majority Scnate Districts and the
six (6) Indism|majority House Districts that were developed by the last
Commission Native American legisfators now make up 6% of the Stute
Legislature. The Native Americun communities that I represented in the tast
legisiative segsion have many “community of nterext” issues such as oducation,
bealth, judicidl, natwal resvurces, taxation. housing, water rights, energy
development.enviconmental issues and numerous others (hat were debated in the
lust scssion. '

4. Voting Ri Act: 1 support and recommend the Voting Rights Act to remain 2
main ;:ri(ericul-\1 for all districis. Mcmbers ol’a mcial or language rnority group

must be afforfed the right to participate in the political process and elect
representatives of our chojce,

Tastly, I cemmend the efTorts of the Districting and Apportiomment Commission in
helding thie various fjublic hearings throughout Montana and getting the information out
10 owr communities # Indian Country. 1 thaok you for your dedicated public service,

Thank yau,

onathan Windy Boy (D) SD 14
Vice-Chairman, Chippewa Cree Tribes Business Committee
Scnator, Montana Stpte Legislature




Chuck and Penny Jarecki
28517 Rocky Point Road
Polson, MT 59860

May 19, 2010

Districting and Apportionment Commission
Legislative Services Division

PO Box 201706

Helena, MT 59620-1706

Dear Commission Members:

We have been Montana voters for more that fifty years. We have seen many changes on
Montana’s political landscape, some good and some irresponsible.

It seems that the redistricting process has become tainted by political gerrymandering. In
the relatively recent past, legislative district boundaries have been redrawn to where local
communities are divided. Topographical features have been ignored, making it difficult
for legislators to visit their respective districts.

As you go about the process of considering possible changes to legislative district
boundaries, consider being guided by some basic principles:

1) Legislative districts should reflect the community as a whole, not fractionalize it.

2) Legislative districts should not be divided by major topographical features, like
mountain ranges, which reduces the ability of the legislator to visit his or her constituents.

3) Every effort should be made to make the legislative districts nearly equal in
population.

4) If at all possible, legislative district lines should follow other government
administrative lines, like school districts.

Sincerely,

@WW




